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A UNION  SOLDIER  TO  HIS  COMRADES 


Washington,  D.  C.,  August  28,  i8g6. 

Dear  Old  Comrade  : 

You  ask  how  it  is  possible  that  I,  a Union  soldier,  a Republican,  who  have 
received  from  the  soldier  comrades  of  my  State  the  highest  honor  in  their  gift,  can 
^think  of  voting  for  any  candidate  for  President  except  the  Republican  candidate, 
our  respected  friend  and  comrade,  William  McKinley. 

1 will  tell  you,  comrade,  how  it  is.  You  cannot  realize  more  than  I thegravity  of 
present  conditions.  You  cannot  have  your  heartstrings  pulled  more  than  I,  by  the 
ties  of  old  beliefs,  association,  affection  and  fraternal  feeling. 

Give  me  credit,  comrade,  for  the  same  devotion  to  country  which  you  feel,  that 
same  devotion  we  manifested  by  acts,  not  words,  a third  of  a century  ago,  and' hear 
my  reasons  for  the  faith  that  is  in  me. 

Take  no  man’s  statement  on  trust.  Hear  and  read  both  sides.  Consider; 
weigh  ; balance ; find  the  truth  ; prove  it,  if  you  can ; and  when  you  know  your 
duty,  do  it  as  fearlessly  as  you  did  in  “the  days  that  tried  men’s  souls.’’ 

Why  is  our  country  in  distress  ? We  have  had  rich  soil,  fair  skies,  good  crops, 
stout  hearts  and  willing  hands,  and  peace  for  thirty  years,  and  yet  our  countrv  is 
almost  as  sad  as  in  the  bloody  days  of  war.  What  is  the  cause  ? 

Our  comrade  the  Major  ascribes  it  mainly  to  bad  legislation  on  the  tariff.  I 
think  we  have  had  bad  tariff  legislation,  but  that  cause  is  not  adequate  to  this  effect. 
The  present  tariff  is  higher  than  the  Morrill  tariff,  under  which  we  prospered  many 
years;  it  is  a little^ lower  than  the  McKinley  tariff,  which  1 think  deserved  a longer 
trial.  But  sixty  cents  more  per  year  per  head  would  help  the  Treasury  all  it  needs. 

I do  not  believe  we  are  suffering  all  these  ills  because  of  sixty  cents  per  head.  It  is 
the  suffering  of  the  people,  not  the  Treasury,  we  must  provide  for.  ''he  common 
people  suffer  in  other  lands  also,  and  it  is  not  tariff  that  troubles  them. 

Where  is  the  cause  great  enough  to  throw  this  people  and  other  peoples  from 
prosperity  to  the  depths  of  desolation  ? There  is  one  cause  great  enough.  The 
destruction  of  half  the  world’s  money,  which  changes  the  ownership  of  half  the 
world’s  property.  That  cause,  which  has  driven  the  comfortable  to  poverty,  the  well- 
to-do  to  anxiety,  and  the  rich  to  arrogance,  is  great  enough  to  answer  for  all  our  ills. 

Thousands  of  years  both  gold  and  silver  had  been  freely  used  for  money.  For 
eighty  years  our  country  used  both  metals.  No  one  ever  heard  of  the  citizen  who 
had  too  much  of  either  gold  or  silver.  Every  nation  looked  upon  its  store  of  gold 
and  silver  as  a blessing.  How  then  can  one  of  them  be  a curse  ? How  has  it 
become  “ debased  ?’’  Why  “ dishonest  ?’’ 

Our  Government  is  like  a great  machine  shop.  Money  is  the  steam  power.  It 
was  planned  for  two  connected  boilers,  one  of  gold  and  one  of  silver.  No  matter 
|diich  boiler  we  drew  from,  we  had  the  power  of  both,  and  the  shop  ran  well  until 

Then  we  needed  more  power,  and  Father  Abraham  contrived  a greenback 
boiler  which,  when  the  others  partly  failed  us,  gave  us  steam  to  drive  the  wheels  and 
pve  the  nation.  But  until  1873  '"‘o  thought  we  had  too  much  power,  or  thought 
it  would  be  wise  to  take  from  the  people  the  money  power  they  had  enjoyed  from  the 
beginning. 

With  gold  and  silver  we  are  like  a family  with  two  wells.  It  matters  but  little 
from  which  well  they  use  water  from  day  to  day.  But  destroy  one  well  and  let  a 
neighbor  control  the  other  and  our  family  is  in  a bad  fix  if  the  neighbor  is  disoblig- 
ing or  the  house  catches  fire.  ” 
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en  preached  to  us  that  silver  was  little  used  prior  to  1873-  Jhis  is  partly 
lly  true.  Always  both  metals  were  free  to  come  to  the  mint.  Always 

It  fluctuations  of  two  or  three  per  cent,  caused  sometimes  silver  and  some- 
be  a little  above  the  other,  but  we  always  used  the  cheaper,  and  had 
iced  metal  to  fall  back  on.  Now  we  are  using  the  dearer  metal  only  as 
Silver  is  not  “ sound  ” unless  backed  by  gold. 

of  187^  made  full  legal  tender  silver  impossible.  It  struck  down  one- 
tv  to  pay  our  debt.  It  has  been  disputed  that  this  so-called  “ crime  of 
Liaaled  through  Congress.  Whether  it  was  or  not  it  was  none  the  less 
5ur“pation.  No  great  party  had  asked  for  such  a law.  No  political  plac- 
rcresttfd  it  No  discussion 'in  the  public  prints  and  at  the  hustings  pre- 

JTereat  emergency  demanded  it.  Yet  this  most  important  piece  of  leg- 
the  foundation  of  the  Government  was  enacted,  somehow,  without  the 
f the  people.  Is  it  a government  “ of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for 
when  such  things  can  be  done  without  submission  to  the  people . 
asurpation  of  the  people’s  power  one-half  the  people’s  full  power  money 
d Have  the  people  grown  wealthy  because  of  such  destruction  . 
rancre  belief  that  to  destrov  one-half  of  anything  will  make  the  other 
er.  “We  know  that  for  each  dollar  now  we  must  give  twice  as  much  ot 
of  our  toil  as  when  dollars  were  more  plentiful.  And  one  of  these  dol-gj 
. farther  in  paying  our  vast  debt  abroad  than  one  of  the  old  dollars. 

; chan<^e  of  standard  enrich  those  with  many  dollars  who  are  lenders,  at 
of  those  debtors  who  by  their  toil  produce  the  things  they  must  exchange 

action  of  silver  made  gold  more  valuable.  Increase  the  demand  for  any- 

DU  increase  its  price.  . i r .u 

admire  silken  raiment.  Shall  we,  because  ‘‘silk  is  not  too  good  for  the 

e ” close  all  the  cotton  mills?  What  would  be  the  price  of  silk  thereaf- 
would  be  apt  to  get  the  silk  dress,  the  laborer’s  wife  or  the  millionaire  s 

;n  loaves  are  better  than  corn  bread.  But  destroy  all  the  corn  and  would 

cheap  wheaten  loaves  ? ^,.11  1 ^ ^ 

ouses  are  generally  better  than  wood.  If  we  build  no  more  houses  of 

we  destroy  the  old  ones,  think  you  the  poor  man  can  get  a brick  house 

Lee  gobbled  our  cattle,  did  we  get  more  pork,  or  less  meat  : 
we  refuse  to  coin  silver,  do  we  have  more  gold,  or  less,mone\  . 
horses  or  houses,  or  clothes  become  scarce,  we  must  pay  more  for  them, 
the  same  rule  good  as  to  dollars  ? And  is  it  not  wrong  to  make  us  pay 
illars  than  we  agreed  or  expected  to  pay  ? 

is  another  reason  why  gold  dollars  are  growing  in  price.  New  nations 
tlv  adopting  the  gold  standard.  Japan  comes  ne.xt.  China  and  India  are 
d that  wav  This  new  demand  is  going  to  make  the  gold  dollar  niore  and 
ble  and  harder  to  get,  unless  this  nation  averts  the  danger  by  changing 

,k  if  I would  debase  our  coinage.  I say  no.  Let  us  go  back  to  the  sys- 
1 It  was  sound  then  and  is  sound  now.  By  juggling 
.ollar  worth  too  much.  The  eagle  on  a gold  dollar  is  a shy  biid.  \\  a 
have  made  such  birds  scary.  You  and  I are  not  as  ^g'le  as  we  were 
s ago.  We  can’t  fill  our  game  bag  as  we  could,  when  half  the  birds 

away  and  the  other  half  fiy  twice  as  high. 

ave  been  shown  lately  that  American  dollars  are  wmrth  twice  as  much  as 
lollars  and  are  asked  if  you  would  reduce  our  dollars  to  the  Mexican 
I was’ in  Mexico  thirtv  years  ago,  and  looking  "'  er  late  Mexican  paper||p 
there  now  much  the  same  as  they  were  in  1866.  The  Mexican  dollai  1^ 
ned  nor  lost  in  purchasing  powder,  'fhe  farmer’s  bushel  of  wheat  woM^^ 
a Mexican  dollar  thirty  > ears  ago.  and  it  will  about  buy  e"";  . ‘ . 

farmer  must  give  two  bushels  of  wheat  to  buy  an  American  c ollai 
mlder  who  loaned  our  Government  paper  dollars  then 
hel  of  wheat.  The  American  dollar  seems  to  me  like  a watered  stock,  u 
orth  no  more  than  it  used  to  be,  but  you  must  pay  twice  as 
et  it.  1 would  like  to  see  the  American  dollar  made  as  steady  and  as  hon 

Mexican  dollar. 
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bee,,  .old  again  aad  agan.  .h«  d.  ^ 'irejrbe  d"  nb" 

Let  farmers  raise  less  "'beat  and  t e>  ■ b ^ ...g  „ot  mined  will  get 

ful  for  the  drought  in  .n  “^.10^  But  how  are  we  to  stop  the 

rsr  otn'i^rl^M  Sver  And  where  has  been  the  over- 
production of  land,  which  has  reduced  the  of  money,  to 

If  overproduction  brings  "Ln"e  ITi's  try  such  a produc- 

bring  that  down  with,,,  the  reach  o i incurred  our 

debt”'  We  «n”tUn  pTourdebt  in  dollars  better  than  those  we  received,  and  as 

^““v^havr-blen  told  that  no  dollar  is  too  .-d  to  ^ay  ™ I sav  any 

dollar  is  too  bad  to  pay  onr  pens.oirs  af,d  you  and  I may  trust 

f^JrT’not  to  ?ot.e”t  us”m^^ 

XS  if"you7e;e;"d"on  ,'he  rndhoVaims  for^w  pensions,  you  will  lare  as  you  did  ,n 

ioine'd  morIX hl^five  .milions  of  mouLT:^  'a.lTl  ha”ve'’sS 

representations  of  iho^e  e„se  enough  to  in'bist  on  something  as 

since.  If  our  delegates  at  St.  Louis  had  had  sense  eno^^^^  R,.pub!ican  rule. 

good  as  the.  Sherman  law.  we  might  s ,,  t,i^eir  breeches  pocket. 

But  it  seemed  as  if  the  big  moneyed  men  had  hat  ^on  v ne 

They  made  a platform  for  millionaires  and  lef  the  „ow.  We 

millionaires  not  already  on  the  Republicai  * ‘ -|jj  the  common  people, 

ThV'r  R”=;ubh«n‘'’s”hfp''t«  p£tes. 

«",tro,X"=‘‘onhrow”X-e.^^^^^  a “hi'=“’<=V  "■»' 

the  plank  when  they  get  ready.  oK„cinir  Maior  McKinlev  like  a pick- 

"^rhree  months  ap  these  same  Pjf^  ^ captured'the  Major  as 

TelUs  the  sbi??m*gS  'sdU  ^70  for  the  Miyor, 

S^o'nl  Kot^fto^Seif^aSr  ^kra.waVs'’c>on'«.o,  the  outh.  when  once 

‘'’'T’h'e  SL  loutphatform  betrays  your  trust  and  mine  in  .ha.  it  would  make  the 

nation  no  longer  a free  and  '^dependent  nation.  re**-ace  our  steps,  and  make 

We  are  Americans.  Some  of  us  believe  it  nght  to^re  .me  o^  ^ 

our  coinage  law  just  as  it  " m 1873.  foreign  permit  to  do  again  what  our 

ago  without  foreign  consent.  Must  ask  a foreign  P™  of  such 

fathers  did  alone?  Then  we  are  no  longer  fiee  men,  but  cle^.,eneraie 

told  it  would  be  dishonest  to  adopt 

Other  nations  join  uith  us.  Since  when  was  it  wrong  for  one  to  oo  wna  g 

"’”T“ny“mind  is  dishonoring  -he  American  peop.e  .o^g«Mha,^ 

the  consent  of  foreigners  io  regulate  the.r  own  affairs  ,,nst  as  they  lormeily  reg 
‘'”'"\iut  suppose  we  humble  ourselves,  and  ask  ron«u  consent  to^pass 

mreommeraafn^.ionf  TirXXkeX^nadon 
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there  have  age  in  and  again  revolted?  Kings  and  emperors  rqoice  at  the  downfall 
of  the  people.  Will  kings  consent  to  build  up  republics . ^ 

never  consent  ;o  international  bimetallism,  unless  at  a ratio  fixed  to  cheat  us  and  then 
own  common  i .eople.  All  our  moneyed  classes  know  this.  It  is  heads  I win  and  tails 
you  lose  with ' hem  all  the  time.  If  we  want  international  agreement  let  us  agree 

We  owe  t les^  foreign  nations  many  dollars.  By  the  help  of  our  moneyed  classes 
they  have  male  each  gold  dollar  harder  for  us  to  get,  and  worth  more  to  them  when 
hev  -et  it  1 hey  will  not  consent  to  scale  down  the  debt  they  have  thus  increased. 
But  we  may  honestly  pay  it  just  as  we  agreed,  in  com  dollars,  gold  or  silver  as  we 

olease.  as  was  written  in  the  bond.  , , , j j w tj  4. 

By  destroying  half  our  money  they  have  in  effect  doubled  our  debt.  By  res^r- 

ine  old  condit  ons  we  put  the  debt  where  it  was.  We  should  do  exact  justice.  But 
XV? should  no  submit  to  injustice  and  extortion  if  we  are  deserving  the  name  of 

"^""Tomrade  this  is  not  the  first  time  in  history  that  a gold  standard  has  been  set  up 
to  lead  a oeot  le  wrong.  When  the  chosen  people  were  left  alone  Aaron  caused  a 
crolden  ca?f  tc  be  graven,  and  the  people  said  of  it,  “ These  be  thy  gods,  O Israel, 
which  have  b ought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.’  But  the  golden  ca  f,  then  as 
now  was  a fa  Ise  god.  The  golden  calf  did  not  save  Israel.  Gold  is  not  divine.  It 
?xdU  not  save  is.  ^Nothing  w!ll  save  us  from  untold  misery  but  to  return  to  the  old 
path  from  wHch  we  havl  gone  astray.  Our  golden  calf  has  become  a bull,  and 

"^^^N^w^cones'lhrSi^^^  question:  Is  it  safe  to  join  hands  xvith  our  late  op- 
ponents at  tSi  South,  and  accep?  their  plea  that  they  are  as  loyal  to  this  Government 

'"wdfwe  never  found  the  Southern  soldiers  cowards  You  and  I will  certify  to 
their  courage . Brave  men  are  seldom  treacherous,  seldom  untruthful.  If  I must 
choosrbetx^e  m men  who  once  fought  against  us,  but  now  avow  their  oyalty,  and 
men  who  adi  lit  they  foisted  a monetary  system  on  the  people  without  the  people  s 

m^krAmS  an°aws  f ff  I muTcho'^se'  be\xxS  |e^^^  and  unrepentant 

and  I stood  t houlder  f \ty  fovrf  llTe"  Sthe^r  connfry 

th°rtheyTo!  e“iS.  The  farmers  have  Lays  been  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our  tod 
The  Sers  know  that  in  our  present  gold  basis  system  is  suffering  and  want  Th^ 
K r 1 nder  the  old  bimetallic  system  there  is  honesty  and  plenty.  They  ask 

to  return  to  that  syste  , rnmrade  I am  with  the  common  people,  for  our  land 
anVom1iiiery!and™gainst^^^^  who  would  bind  us  in  the  train  of 

European  m marcbs.  Fr.iPmallv. 
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WALLACE  A.  BARTLETT, 

Past  Commander,  Dept,  of  Maryland,  G.  A,  R. 

Private  Office,  6jg  F St,,  Washington. 

Late  Private,  8th  Co,  New  York  Sharpshooters, 
Late  Lieutenant,  igth  U,  S,  Colored  Troopu 
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